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Elias arrives at his grandfathers home. 
Grandpa says, “You look worried” He asks. “How did it go at school today?”
Elias responds, “Not very well, I had a bad day today. My friend told me today that she is trapped by her boyfriend. She can’t break up with him, she’s afraid of him. She’s such a good, intelligent person, I don’t understand how this can be.”
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Grandpa says, “When you fall in love with someone it doesn’t matter how intelligent you are. Besides, abusers present themselves as someone else at first. Their victims are very often surprised to find themselves in an abusive relationship, because the abuser can show their abusiveness a little at a time. ” 
Elias responds, “Then, she fell in love with the person he showed himself to be at first. ”
Grandpa says, “That’s right, abusers take advantage of the trust they gain by their manipulative lies.”
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Elias says, “I don’t understand how anyone can be like that. I want to help her though.” 
Grandpa says, “Well it’s that you are dealing with a prince that is working on becoming a king in a tyrant kingdom”
Elias responds, “I’m still confused.” 
Grandpa says, “Let me explain. It’s that you have been fortunate to have been raised in a just and honorable kingdom; by your parents who have been a just and honorable king and queen in their relating to each other. Tyrant kingdoms exist too, and your friend has had a boyfriend that is from a tyrant kingdom.”
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Elias responds, “How is it not obvious that he was abusive?”
Grandpa says, “Abusers are among us hiding their true selves, pretending to be honorable, respectful, loving, etc. They do their bad deeds in a sly or secretive way. They are good at turning people into cooperative victims.”
Elias responds, “Then abusers know what they are doing to their victims. I feel sad for my friend and very angry at her boyfriend.”
Grandpa responds, “That makes sense, he’s not just fooling with her, but also all of those that truly care about her and want what’s best for her. In other words you too.”
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Elias says, “Don’t the victims realize that this is bad for them?”
Grandpa says, “Yes, but when you’re in love with someone you want to believe that the abuser will change and that each time is the last time the mistreatment will happen. ” 
Elias says, “It sounds like you’re talking about an addict.”
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Grandpa responds, “That’s one way of looking at it. The victim is denying to herself that the situation is as bad as it is, but her addiction is to the abuser that knows how to manipulate her.”
Elias adds, “Putting in her head that she is worthless, deserves and is responsible for the bad treatment; right?” 
Grandpa responds, “That’s right, and if she doesn’t respond with fear to the unhealthy love and indicates she wants to leave; the abuser can always use pity so she won’t leave him. They show themselves as a sad little boys and are very good at getting people to feel sorry for them and moving their victims from feeling compassion to feeling pity for them. Pity is an appropriate emotional response for a child in pain or helpless. When a person is older, the appropriate response is compassion.”
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Elias says, “Doesn’t he think he’s superior to her though?”
Grandpa says, “The way abusers think, they are superior to everyone in their kingdom. They rein based on power and fear, with their girlfriends, wives and children being afraid of them. What they call respect is fear.”
Elias asks, “But isn’t there any love?”
Grandpa responds, “Yes, there is love, it’s unhealthy love. Very often, they  insult their loved one telling her things like she’s fat, ugly or stupid; or accuse her of being interested in other guys or that she’s unfaithful. After this their excuse is that they say things like that because they love her so much, and it’s why they are so jealous.”
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Elias asks, ”What about those in the honorable kingdom?”
Grandpa asks, “In the honorable kingdom we’re talking about a couple that is healthily in love. Relationships in this kingdom are based on equality, humility and mutual respect. In this kingdom the relationship grows from a healthy awareness and appreciation of their differences.”
Elias responds, “Then in the honorable kingdom, the king and queen don’t think of themselves as God’s or superior to others like those in the tyrannical kingdom.”
Grandpa responds, “Yes, in the honorable kingdom they respect the title or position they hold, whether it’s friend, boyfriend, husband or father. They accept that they can lose their title, depending on how they behave.  ”
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Elias says, “What you’re saying then is that, to the tyrant all that matters is what he says, not what society says.”
Grandpa says, “Yes, that’s why he doesn’t want his victim to tell anyone and he does whatever they can so she doesn’t tell anyone about how he treats her. They show their emotional immaturity by showing that only they make the rules in the relationship.”
Elias says, “Then my friend confiding in me the truth about her abusive relationship was a very difficult thing to do.”
Grandpa says, “Very difficult. It’s important to support her and help her so that she can free herself of this abusive relationship. Hopefully she will let people that truly love her, appreciate her and want the best for her help her live free.”
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