


[image: ]
Elias tells his grandfather, “Grandfather your roses look real good.” 
Grandpa, “They do look really good, thank you.”
Elias responds, “Do you take care of them every day?”  
Grandpa says, “It’s one of my daily pleasures to care for them.”
Elias asks, “Do you always wear your hat when you work on them?”
Grandpa responds, “Sure, all the time.”
Elias says, “Your skin’s still pretty dark even though you cover it up.”
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Grandpa says, “Can you imagine how dark I would be if I didn’t wear my hat. I would be as dark as my uncle Fernando, may he rest in peace.” 
Elias asks, “Was he real dark?.” 
Grandpa responds, “He was the darkest of all my relatives.”
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Grandpa says, “Unfortunately he would get teased, just like they still do today, because he was so dark.” 
Elias responds, “I’ve done that in with my friends in school too.” 
Grandpa asks, “And why do you do it?”
Elias responds, “Because my friends do it?” 
Grandpa asks, “To who?”
Elias responds, “To the darker kids.”
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Grandpa asks, “What do you say to them?”
Elias responds, “That they were left in the oven too long or that they’re black.”
Grandpa asks, “You only make fun of people that are dark, not if they’re light skinned?”
Elias responds, “Only the dark ones”
Grandpa asks, “What does it say that you don’t tease the pale ones?” 
Elias responds, “Well I hadn’t thought of it”
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Grandpa responds, “Throughout the world the concept of white privilege exists; the idea that the darker person is of a lower class, both intellectually and socially. It says that we believe pale skin is superior to dark skin. As children we do so by teasing, as adults we do so by claiming that our ancestors are of European decent and not admitting when they are indigenous to the Americas.” 
Elias responds, “Then that’s what I’ve been doing by making fun of darker kids?”
Grandpa responds, “Yes, remember that behind the smile and the teasing we are failing to respect and accept a person’s individuality.” 
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Elias says, “I am not going to be one of those people that make fun of those that are darker than I am anymore. I’m also going to tell those that are darker than me that I like their shade of skin color.”
Grandpa says , “I like that and I’m sure it would please my uncle  Fernando too.”
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