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Elias asks his grandfather, “What are you doing with the car?” 
Grandfather responds, “I am playing at being a mechanic. How did it go in school today?”
Elias responds, “Ok, today was Career Day. There were people from different careers and they kept asking us all day, what do you want to be when you grow up?”
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Grandfather asks, “What was your answer?” 
Elias responds, “That I wasn’t sure; there were so many jobs and careers.
Grandfather says, “Yes, there are so many to choose from, and if you haven’t thought about it, it’s very confusing.”
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Elias says, “Yes, I felt very confused all day.” 
Grandfather asks, “What do you think about the question: What do you want to be when you grow up?”
Elias responds, Well it’s the question they always ask us when they talk to us about our future.” 
Grandfather says, “I know, but notice it’s a question that only serves to confuse you, it can also limit you as to thinking about how you want to live your life.”
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Elias responds, “I hadn’t  thought about it that way, I just know that it’s the question that they’ve asked me since I was a little kid.”
Grandfather says, “Well I’ve had a lot of jobs and titles since I was very young, and I retired from only one of them.”
Elias responds, “And right now you’re in the role of a mechanic even though you’re not a real one.”
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Grandfather says, “During our lives, careers, titles and positions are only some of the titles that we have and they’re not even the most important ones.” 
Elias responds, “Yes, to me you are my grandfather and to my dad you are his father.”
Grandfather responds, “That’s right, I am also a husband, uncle, brother, friend, Godfather, parishioner, citizen, and many more.” 
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Elias says, “Then the question isn’t, what do you want to be?”
Grandfather responds, “Better yet the question is, how do you want to live your life? And take into account all the other titles that matter to you. It’s important that you allow yourself to dream and take risks as you imagine your future. Allow yourself to see yourself being the first to achieve things that no-one has so far, in your family.”
Elias responds, “Like being the first one to graduate from a university or to own your own business.”
Grandfather responds, “Yes, and to break through stereotypes and develop your talents and abilities . Maybe within you is the concept that will advance computers or some worldwide technology!”

[image: ]
Grandfather says, “Let’s see how I did as a mechanic today.”
Elias says, “It turned on, you were a good mechanic today, grandfather!”
Grandfather responds, “Let’s see what success your future brings.” 
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